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IB Docket No. 95-41 8EcIi7ARr '881",

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGINAL

OPPOSITION OF AMSC SUBSIDIARY CORPORATION
TO PETITION OF COMSAT CORPORATION FOR "PARTIAL
RECONSIDERATION AND IMMEDIATE INTERIM RELIEF"

AMSC Subsidiary Corporation ("AMSC") hereby opposes the petition of Comsat

Corporation ("Comsat") in the above-referenced proceedingY AMSC specifically opposes

Comsat's request for authority to provide U.S. domestic service using the Inmarsat satellite

systems.

The Commission has consistently found that there is insufficient L-band spectrum to

permit the U.S. domestic operation of more than one MSS system and has therefore limited its

authorization to AMSC. See Second Report & Order, 2 FCC Rcd 485 (1987), clarified, 2 FCC

Rcd 2417 (1987), recon denied. 4 FCC Rcd 6029 (1989), rev'd and remanded on other irounds

sub nom., Aeronautical Radio,lnc., v . FCC, 928 F 2d 428 (D.C. Cir. 1991); Tentative Decision

on Remand, 6 FCC Rcd 4900 (1991); Final Decision on Remand, 7 FCC Rcd 266 (1992), affd

sub nom., Aeronautical Radio, ]nc., v. FCC, 983 F. 2d 275 (D.C. Cir. 1993). The Commission

reaffirmed that decision less than a month ago, stating that:

1! AMSC is the licensee of the U.S. domestic MSS system operating in the L-band. AMSC
requests leave to submit this opposition 3 days after the May 21, 1996 deadline. In light
of the significant opposition to Comsat's petition by a number of other parties, AMSC
submits that acceptance of its opposition will not delay resolution of Comsat' s petition.
To facilitate their response, AMSC is serving Comsat counsel and other parties of record
by fax today.
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[w]e want competition in the U.S. market, but the first step is to ensure sufficient
spectrum for the U.S. domestic MSS system to become an effective competitor....
Any policy that we propose here for aeronautical services must not exacerbate this
situation or complicate ongoing negotiations.

Order on Reconsideration and Further NPRM in CC Docket No. 87-75, FCC 96-161, paras. 19

(May 9, 1996).

Comsat's petition completely fails to identify any change in circumstances that would

justify a change in the Commission's policy. Comsat does not submit any new evidence that is

relevant to the Commission's long-standing concern regarding the L-band spectrum shortage or

the difficulty of the international frequency coordination process. The argument that Comsat

does make, about the unfairness of permitting AMSC to bundle domestic and international

service when Comsat is limited to international service is one that Comsat has raised before, and

AMSC has rebutted. See AMSC Petition to Deny Application of Comsat Corporation for

Authority to Provide U.S. Domestic Land Mobile and Aeronautical Mobile Satellite Service, File

No. ITC-95-341 (June 26, 1995), p. 6.

Respectfully submitted,

AMSC SUBSIDIARY CORPORATION

~
Glenn S. Richards
Fisher Wayland Cooper Leader

& Zaragoza L.L.P.
2001 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006
(202) 659-3494

March 24, 1996
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LonC. LeVIn
Vice President and Regulatory Counsel
AMSC Subsidiary Corporation
10802 Parkridge Boulevard
Reston, Virginia 22091
(703) 758-6150



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Cynthia L. Smith, a secretary to the law firm of Fisher Wayland Cooper Leader &

Zaragoza L.L.P., hereby certify that on this 24th day of May, 1996, I served a true copy of the

foregoing "Opposition of AMSC Subsidiary Corporation" by first class United States Mail,

postage prepaid and facsimile transmittal, upon the following:

*Donald H. Gips, Chief
International Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
i 919 M Street, NW, Room 800
Washington, DC 20554

*Cecily C. Holiday, Deputy Chief
Satellite and Radiocommunications Division
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, NW, Room 520
Washington, DC 20554

*Fern 1. Jarmulnek
Chief, Satellite Policy Branch
International Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, NW, Room 518
Washington, DC 20554

*Paula Ford
International Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2000 M Street, NW, Room 502A
Washington, DC 20554

Howard D. Polsky
Keith H. Fagan
Neal T. Kilminster
COMSAT International Communications
6560 Rock Spring Drive
Bethesda, MD 20817
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Richard E. Wiley
Lawrence W. Secrest, III
William B. Baker
Wiley, Rein & Fielding
1776 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006

Counsel to Comsat Corporation

Norman P. Leventhal
Raul R. Rodriguez
Stephen D. Baruch
David S. Keir
Leventhal, Senter & Lerman
2000 K Street, N.W.
Suite 600
Washington, DC 20006

Counsel to TRW Inc.

Thomas]. Keller
Eric T. Werner
Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard, McPherson

and Hand, Chartered
901 - 15th Street, N.W.
Suite 700
Washington, D.C. 20005-2301

Counsel to Orion Network Systems, Inc.

Philip V. Otero
Vice President & General Counsel
GE American Communications, Inc.
Four Research Way
Princeton, NJ 08540

Philip L. Malet
Alfred M. Mamlet
Maury D. Shenk
Steptoe & Johnson
1330 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Counsel to Motorola Satellite Communications, Inc.



*By Hand Delivery
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Michael D. Kennedy
Vice President and Director

Regulatory Affairs
Barry Lambergman" Manager

Satellite Regulatory Affairs
Motorola, Inc.
1350 I Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005

Gary M. Epstein
John P. Janka
Teresa D. Baer
LATHAM & WATKINS
1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20004

Counsel to Hughes Communications Galaxy, Inc.

Raul R. Rodriguez
Stephen D. Baruch
David S. Keir
Leventhal, Senter & Lerman
2000 K Street, NW
Suite 600
Washington, DC 20006

Counsel to Columbia Communications Corp.

~~
Cynthia L. Smith


